ABSTRACT 

The invention provides a ratchet wrench which can secure constant 
friction applied to a shank to generate a desired torque from start of an 
operation irrespective of an outward increase in distance between a pair of 
annular hold portions. 

A factional force generation means 92 including a first guide bush 82 
and a disc spring. 44 is attached to a shank 22A with a locking pin 90 to form a 
shank assembly 94 as an assembly. Spring force of the disc spring 44 acts not 
on the outside of the shank assembly 94, but only on the inside thereof. The 
shank assembly 94 is inserted from a central space 13a of a first annular hold 
portion 12a toward a second annular hold portion 12b, and the shank 22A is 
held by an inner wall of the second annular hold portion 12b. In the back side 
on which the shank assembly 94 is inserted, the drop-out of the shank 
assembly 94 from the central space 13a side of the first annular hold portion 
12a to the outside is prevented by a snap ring 118 attached to a groove 116 of 
the first annular hold portion 12a. 
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(57) Abstract: A ratchet wrench capable of provid- 
ing a specified torque from the beginning of operation 
by constantly securing friction acting on a shank ir- 
respective of ihe opening or a pah* of annular holding 
parts. A frictional force generating means (92) having 
a first guide bush (82) and disc springs (84) is installed 
in the shank (22A) with a locking pin (90) to manu- 
facture a shank assembly (94) as an assembly, l"he 
spring force of the disc springs (84) acts only on the 
inside of the shank assembly (94) and does not act on 
the outside. The shank assembly (94) is inserted from 
ihe center space (1 3a) or one first annular holding part 
(12a) to the other second annular holding part (12b) 
to hold the shank (22A) on the inner wall of the sec- 
ond annular holding part (12b). The rear side of the 
inserted shank assembly (94) is prevented from being 
extracted through the center space (13a) of the first an- 
nular holding part (1 2a) by a retaining ring (118) fitted 
to a groove (1 16) in the first annular holding part (12a). 
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